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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application is responsive to application number (1 0/574647) filed on August 
04, 2008. Claims 12-22 are pending and have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. Acknowledgement is made of applicant's information disclosure statement. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

4. Claims 12-22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamamura et al (EP 1 285 842, hereafter Yamamura). 

As per claim 12, Yamamura discloses a method for providing driving assistance 
to a driver of a vehicle, comprising: 

obtaining a composite lane information regarding a road lane in which the vehicle 
is traveling, wherein the composite lane information is derived from at least two 
characterizing information items regarding the lane (Figure 1 element 50; paragraph 
[0015] lines 3-4); and 
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triggering at least one of an output of driver-assistance information and a vehicle- 
control action based on the composite lane information (Figure 1 element 52; paragraph 
[0016]). 

As per claim 13, Yamamura discloses the method as recited in claim 12, wherein 
the composite lane information is derived at least partially based on lane boundary 
markings detected from an image of the road lane obtained using a camera (paragraph 
[0014] lines 8-10 and paragraph [0022]). 

As per claim 14, Yamamura discloses the method as recited in claim 13, wherein 
the composite lane information is derived at least partially based on objects detected 
from the image of the road lane (paragraph [0014] lines 1 - 6). 

As per claim 15, Yamamura discloses the method as recited in claim 14, wherein 
the composite lane information is derived at least partially based on at least one of an 
oncoming vehicle, a preceding vehicle, and a stationary object that marks a boundary of 
the road lane (paragraph [0014] lines 1-6). 

As per claim 16, Yamamura discloses the method as recited in claim 14, wherein 
the composite lane information is derived at least partially based on tracks of a 
preceding vehicle (paragraph . 

As per claim 17, Yamamura discloses the method as recited in claim 14, wherein 
each information used to derive the composite lane information is assigned a quality 
index value (paragraph [0016] lines 1-3; the risk is the quality index value). 

As per claim 18, Yamamura discloses the method as recited in claim 17, wherein 
the assigned quality index value for each information used to derive the composite lane 
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information is considered for deriving the composite lane information (paragraph 
[0016]). 

As per claim 19, Yamamura discloses the method as recited in claim 18, wherein 
the quality index value is derived from at least one a contrast of the image and a 
deviation between stored estimated lane boundary data and measured lane boundary 
data (paragraph [0016] lines 6-7). 

As per claim 20, The method as recited in claim 18, wherein the composite lane 
information and the assigned quality index values are transmitted to an analyzer unit for 
analysis (paragraph [0016]). 

Regarding claim 21, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 12 are 
applicable for claim 21 . 

Regarding claim 22, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 18 are 
applicable for claim 22. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHIKAODILI E. ANYIKIRE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1445. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 7:30 am 
to 5 pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272 - 7905. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2482 

/Chikaodili E Anyikire/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2482 



